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Words From The Editor
Sis Anna Marie Baity
To God The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit, I give all praise. It is a blessing once again to
be able to distribute another edition of the Sojourner newsletter. God has been good to me
over these past three months in so many ways. First, He protected me through many nights
and days from all hurt, harm and danger. He has allowed me to wake up each morning, some
with bright sunshine, some with lots of rain, and some just cloudy where all you want to do is
nothing. BUT most importantly, He woke me up, gave me new mercies each day, with the
opportunity to be a blessing to someone, to plant and/or water seeds in hopes of someone
finding and accepting Jesus Christ as their Savior. What a Mighty God we serve. I do hope you
too have much you can thank God for, remembering just how good He is. Amen! Yes we are
still facing many challenges, and will do so until Jesus returns, but by the grace of God we will
get through them, individually and collectively.
A Prayer: “Abba Father, as we approach your throne of grace often, I pray that you will lend
your ear to us and answer our prayers and petitions according to your will. Help us to remember
we can do all things through Christ Jesus, and that no weapons that come against us can do
nothing to us if we believe and give it all to you. Remind us to put on the full armor of You daily,
the spiritual tools that will help us be strong soldiers in your army as we are confronted by our
enemy, Satan. Bless us in all areas of our lives. Bless our families, our relationships, our
neighbors, friends, and others. Be with those saints that are being persecuted as they stand up
for Jesus. Bless us to persevere and prepare for what is already here and what is to come. These
things I ask in the name of Jesus Christ, and in the name of the Holy Trinity, God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit”. Amen, Amen, and Amen!

“HOW IT ALL
BEGAN”
EDGEWATER SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST CHURCH
PASTOR KEITH MCCALL
It was in the Fall of 1998 when most of our family became convicted of the 7th Day
Sabbath, and we knew that we needed to find a church where we could belong. None
of us had ever heard of Seventh Day Baptists, but when we first attended the SDB
Church of Daytona, it just felt right. We knew this was home. What a wonderful group
of genuine Christians!
Relationships grew and developed for about 10 years, until the time came when we
decided to branch out and begin a new sister congregation in the Southeastern part
of Volusia County where most of us lived – about a 45-minute drive. The plan was to
be somewhere near the small town of Oak Hill where I grew up – with a population of
about 1,800 people. However, MY choice was Edgewater, the next town to the North,
where I currently live – population 22,000. We also debated what the name of the
church should be. Most wanted “The Seventh Day Baptist Church of Oak Hill.” I
wanted “The Seventh Day Baptist Church of Edgewater.” After all, can anything good
come from Oak Hill!? I didn’t want to be in a small town where there’s nothing to do.
Besides that, they only have one little caution light - not even a real red light!
Just a single caution light that’s been blinking in that same location ever since I was
a kid. It didn’t take long to find a place to meet – in Edgewater. I still remember
Pastor John Marsh’s response when we inquired about using his church building for
a meeting place. “We aren’t in competition with each other,” he said, “There’s more
sinners out there than you can shake a stick at.” He gave us a key and that was
that. Our first meeting was held on March 8, 2008 - in Bella Vista Baptist Church in
Edgewater. I was glad. And so, the “Seventh Day Baptist Church of Edgewater” was
born.
We met in that building for about 4 years until we were told that they had decided they
needed the building on Saturdays for weddings, funerals, etc. We parted ways as
friends and began looking for a new location – ending up at the Shady Grove Church
of God - in Oak Hill. “Well, I suppose it will do for now…” I thought. It was during that
time that a lady in town, who had been coming to our church, offered us a great deal
on a beautiful piece of property on the main road – in Oak Hill. It was right on US1, in
the middle of town! This sweet, servant of God wanted to hold the mortgage for us at
zero interest! She said, “I can just see a church right there on that hill by that line of
oak trees.” Doesn’t God have a great since of humor? I didn’t want to be in Oak Hill,
and now here we were, buying a property in the middle of Oak Hill – on a hill – by a
line of oak trees! Maybe God was trying to tell me something. Maybe Oak Hill isn’t so

bad after all. Of course, we took her up on her generous offer and the deal was made
in January of 2014. We now had a place to begin building. God is good!
Construction began in the Summer of 2016, which was about the time we needed to
find a new location to meet. And who reached out to us but the City of Oak Hill. They
allowed us to use a city building for just 15 dollars a week (wow!) until we could find a
new place to meet (OK, this town is starting to grow on me). A couple of months later,
we moved to a more appropriate atmosphere – the Upper Room Chapel. Construction
on the building continued, as people in the community were becoming more and more
familiar with our body of believers. We had several fundraisers where we received lots
of support from the community and other area churches. The building was so close to
completion when corona virus caused the folks at Upper Room Chapel to close their
doors for a while. This forced us to go to a new format – Facebook Live – where we
were able to continue our ministry with the congregation, AND reach out to new
believers as well. Within a year, we got our final inspection, and the building was
completed! We had our first official worship service in the new building on March 20,
2021!
Looking back, I can see God’s hand at work through it all. Our little congregation has
grown both spiritually and physically. We worshiped together in 3 different homes, 2
city buildings, and 3 different church buildings, where we developed some great
relationships, and shared in a variety of ministries with other church bodies - we even
became friends with some of the folks who work with the city. Our service is being
shared online, and we have new people tuning in all the time! Our building is debt
free, and we are planning a dedication service on July 10th. Our heavenly Father has
blessed us abundantly. We serve an awesome, amazing God! His ways are truly
above our ways.
Over the years, I’m happy to say that my attitude has changed about this little town.
I’m now glad that we ended up in Oak Hill. In fact, on some days, I take a little walk.
Out through the front door of the church building. Along the line of oak trees. Down
the little hill, to the edge of the property next to US1, where I stand there smiling to
myself, watching that little single caution light, quietly blinking in the distance. Thank
you, God.

We Invite You to our Dedication
Service on July 10, 2021
Oak Hill, FL

WAYMAKER
You are here, moving in our midst
I worship you, I worship you
you are here, working in this place
I worship you, I worship you
You are here, moving in our midst
I worship you, I worship you
you are here, working in this place
I worship you, I worship you
Waymaker
Miracle worker
Promise keeper
Light in the darkness
My God, That is who you are
You are here, Touching every heart
I worship you, I worship you
You are here healing every heart
I worship you, I worship you
You are here turning lives around
I worship you, I worship you
You are here, Mending every heart
I worship you, I worship you
We call you “Waymaker”
Miracle worker
Promise keeper
Light in the darkness
My God, My God
That is who you are printable
You wipe away all tears
You mend a broken heart
You’re the answer to it all
You wipe away all tears
You mend all broken hearts
You’re the answer to it all (to it all)
Jesus
Waymaker
Miracle worker
Promise keeper
Light in the darkness
My God, That is who you are

Congratulations!
On May 24, 2021, Dr. Jhenelle Hill opened her
new business, Virtue Chiropractic. Praise God.
For information on how you can obtain services, please go
to info@govirtuechiropractic.com or call 470-878-1216.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
JULY 25, 2021 – JULY 31, 2021
Viewing In Eastern Time

Virtual Conference Week 2021 will be led by President Kevin Butler’s
theme, “Restored for a Purpose”. Bible studies and messages will be
focused on God’s purposes for us and to how we can enjoy his restoration
for us. Seminars will focus on God’s purposes for us in sharing his grace
and glory through our public witness as well as the story of SDBs from 350
years ago in Newport, RI to today. Various SDB ministries will be
highlighted in our virtual display area. There will also be a Conference
offering to be taken to solidify the current work that SDBs are doing
through our network of churches.!
Register By July 24, 2021, 11:59 PM
For More Information (agenda and speakers, etc.) go to link:
https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org

Jesus, A Friend
Poet: Greta Zwaan

In the darkness of the night when your soul can find no rest,
When you're overcome with worry and despair,
When the trials seem too great and you've nowhere you can turn,
Jesus opens up the avenue of prayer.
He's the friend who knows your pain and your heavy-burdened life,
He's aware of all the fears that come your way.
In His arms you'll find relief when you share your troubled soul,
And the peace returns when you kneel down to pray.
Far too often we forget as we travel down the road,
But the promise is still there - "Come unto Me."
Jesus' offer stands through time and will never be annulled,
It's the only place you can be truly free.

Sounds of Silence
Poet: Greta Zwaan

The whispers of the wind speak a language,
The soft touch of love on my face,
The fragrance of lilacs it brings me
Has caused me to reverence this place.
It’s called my oasis of silence,
The birds sing their sweet songs of praise,
They toil, yet their voices are ringing
With melodies humans can’t raise.
To me they speak wonders of silence,
They drown out a world full of cares,
Refreshing my soul with their beauty,
Like God sending answers to prayers.
The trees cast a shade from the sunshine
Yet rays from its warmth still appear,
The bees search for nectar in flowers
As blossom by blossom they clear.
These heavenly sounds that surround me,
The silence they bring to my soul,
Is where I can leave all my burdens
They tell me, God’s still in control.

Recipe’s

CHEF’S

CORNER
Green Bean Casserole
INGREDIENTS
1 Slab beef ribs
2 tbsp garlic powder
2 tbsp salt
2 tbsp black pepper
3 cups BBQ sauce (your favorite blend)

Trim excess fat from ribs. Season with garlic powder, salt and black pepper.
Marinate for one hour. Coat ribs lightly with BBQ sauce. Cover and place in 350degree oven for 1.5 hours, or until tender with a fork.
Place ribs on outdoor BBQ grill and cover for 15 minutes on each side to get grill
marks. Coat ribs with BBQ sauce, if necessary. Remove from grill, cover with foil
and rest for 10 minutes. Cut ribs.
Serve with potato salad, macaroni and cheese, roasted vegetables or any of your
favorite side dishes.
ENJOY!!!

Sis Janet James
South East Atlanta

EVERLASTING GOD
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
Wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
Wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord
Our God, You reign forever
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer
You are the everlasting God
The everlasting God
You do not faint
You won't grow weary
You're the defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings
Like eagles
You are the everlasting God
The everlasting God
You do not faint
You won't grow weary

FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING

